
Crowned pigeon Hand rearing 
Parents abandoned egg at point of hatch, chick had externally pipped and was very 
cold. Egg removed to incubator and hatched the following day, hatch weight 42.6g. 
Given first feed approximately 4 hours after hatching. Using small 1ml pipette chick 
was given critical care only for the first 3 feeds, before going on to the hand rearing 
formula. 
 
Hand Rearing Formula 
Avi-Plus parrot breeder pellet (protein 20%, fat 8%) 
Preparation 
§ Quantity of pellet soaked over night in water until pellets have absorbed water 

and swollen. 
§ Soaked pellet microwaved on high setting for approximately 3 minutes until 

pellets have homogenised into runny consistency. 
§ Food stored in fridge, used as needed and discarded after 24 hours. 
§ Consistency of formula can be varied by adding more/less water. 

 
Feeding method 
§ Head held between thumb and forefinger and tip of pipette offered to chick 
§ Chick voluntarily swallows formula by running it down inside of lower 

mandible. 
§ Crop filled at every feed and not allowed to empty during day, but left to 

completely empty overnight. 
§ Fed 8 times a day approximately every 2 hours from 6am to 10pm. 
§ Defecation monitored and if having problems humidity increased and 

consistency of formula diluted with water. 
§  

Age/days No 
feeds/day 

Avg temp 0C Avg 
humidity 

Comments 

0-11 8 36 65% Fed using 1ml pipette with end 
cut at angle 

12-19 6 32 65% Fed using 5ml syringe with end 
cut away to allow chick to fully 
insert beak and suck food up, at 
17 days heat turned off during 
daytime 

20-30 4 24 65% Fed using 10ml syringe with end 
cut off. Moved onto a 20ml 
syringe at 25 days old. 

31-33 3 Ambient Ambient Fed using 20ml syringe and 
formula changed to half avi-plus 
pellet and half liquidised fruit. 

33-
present 

3 Ambient Ambient Fed on small pieces of fruit and 
low iron pellet (kaytee exact) 
Chick begs for food and fruit 
and pellets placed in beak and 
taken easily. Moved into 
enclosure with bleeding heart 
dove to encourage self feeding. 
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