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 HAND REARING WHITE CHEEKED TURACO. 

Paul Wexler 

 

Two White Cheeked Turaco (Tauraco leucotis ) were hatched in the Birdworld Incubation 

Research Station, on the 9 June 1992, after a 22 day incubation period. 

 

White-cheeked Turacos are of the order Cuculiformes and come naturally from central and 

eastern Africa.  They are predominantly green in colour with the characteristic black edged 

red primary flight feathers that can be seen in most of this family. The beak is orange, as 

are the eyelids, which are fleshy and coroneted.  The crest of the White cheeked Turaco 

comprises of many fine dark green feathers, which are present across the entire scalp. 

These feathers can be laid flat or brought forward which can give some indication to the 

mood of the bird.  The legs are slate grey with toes, two of which face forward, one hind and 

another, found on the outside of each foot, which is prehensile and can be moved either 

forward or backward.  This toe is thought to be an adaptation to climbing through trees as 

the Turacos are predominantly arboreal. 

 

The breeding birds at Bird World are kept in a spacious on show aviary, at the time 

accompanied by no other birds.  The flight, measuring 15'x 15'x 7' with spars vegetation, but 

plenty of clean perching, has a clean night shelter measuring 4'x 4'x 7' in which the food is 

provided. A diet, although varying slightly from day to day, is of a set standard.  Prepared 

daily a portion of Zoo A pellets soaked over night are given with chopped Banana, Apple, 

Tomato, Kiwi fruit and occasionally other small chopped fruit when available.  Soaked raisins, 

minced Ox heart, rice and Meal worms are also given as well as a soft bill insectivorous mix.  

All the food is given a light coating of vitamin supplement powder. 

 

The female Turaco was placed into the flight with the male on the 8th of March 1992.  After 

2 months, courtship behaviour was noticed and this yielded two eggs which were "pulled" 

from the nesting platform and taken for artificial incubation.  The nesting platform used 
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measured 18"x 18" with a 4" lip around all four edges and was placed at 6' from the floor at 

the rear of the flight. 

 

The first of the second clutch of eggs was noticed on the 13th of June 1992. This with two 

other eggs were to be left for parent rearing, but all failed to hatch. 

 

The two eggs that were pulled were measured for length, breadth and weight, the volume 

and egg density was worked out by computer from these measurements.  Both eggs were 

placed in a still air incubator at 37.5C, 84f. relative humidity on a moving carpet, to be 

turned by hand seven times a day. 

On day 9 of the incubation, the eggs having lost too much weight were moved to another 

incubator with an 80 f wet bulb reading.  On day 14, the weight loss having been corrected, 

the eggs were returned to the original incubator. 

 

Day 21 showed the eggs to be piping.  Both were removed to a still air hatcher, pre-set at 

36.5 C with maximum humidity where the following day two perfect hatches were produced. 

Egg A had a shell thickness of 0.14mm, the newly hatched chick weighed 9 grams.  Both 

chicks were fed seven times a day at equal intervals between the time range of 8 am and 11 

p.m.  On the morning of day one, chick A weighed 11.6 grams, a weight gain of 28.9% before 

feeding! 

 

The birds were being hand reared, for the first five days diet consisted of small pieces of 

day old mice and paw paw fruit in equal quantities to which was added a sprinkling of 

Nutrabol vitamin powder.  A pair of tweezers was used to offer the feed to the ever-hungry 

chicks.  A few drops of water were offered with each of the feeds from a syringe, which 

the chicks seemed to relish. 

 

On day five Chick B died.  An unfortunate disaster, but one that was expected.  On day six 

the diet for the remaining chick was changed.  The mice and paw paw mix was retained and a 
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puree of apple and pear was added at a ratio of 3:1 (33%) for all ingredients.  The remaining 

chick fed well weighing 37 grams on the sixth day.  Feeding times had also adjusted to six 

feeds a day though still between 8am and 11pm at equal time intervals.  Brooding 

temperature was reduced in stages day by day, on day six the temperature in the brooder 

was 34C. 

 

On day nine a note was made, that the Turaco chick had begun to develop its primary flight 

feathers.  Feathers also began to develop on the back and tail of the chick.  The chick was 

thriving, it was this day that a leg ring (size four closed) was put on its left leg. 

 

Day thirteen, The feeding routine and diet was adjusted for the second time.  The chick was 

now to be feed five times a day, in equal intervals between 8am and 11pm.    The diet now 

consisted of 25% day old mouse, 75% mixed fruit with a sprinkling of nutrabol vitamin 

powder.  Additional water accompanied each feed.  At the change to this adjusted routine, 

the Turaco chick had increased its weight to 90 grams. 

 

Day twenty, weaning began.  A diet of mixed fruit and zoo A pellets, rice, orlux and meal 

worms were offered to the chick at four hour intervals between 8am and 8pm.  At each of 

these feeding times the young Turaco, now becoming well feathered and mobile, was offered 

a little food from a bowl and the food bowl then left with the chick allowing it to feed 

independently. 

 

By this time the fledgling was being brooded under a heat lamp in a cage three feet square.  

A few branches were placed in the cage on which the Turaco fledgling spent a lot of time 

climbing and exercising.  Wing exercises were frequent, though flight attempts were 

hesitant and not preferred. Day 30, the young White-cheeked Turaco, was fully 

independent, having fresh dishes of food daily.   


