
Breeding the Toco Toucan at Leeds Castle 1992 
Laura Gardner. 

 
The Toco Toucan (Ramphastos toco), although one of the most popular and familiar 
species of toucan in aviculture it is not commonly bred.  
A common problem with toucans nesting in captivity is the accidental smashing of 
eggs as the female leaves the nest box.  Unfortunately we experienced this problem in 
1991 with our pair of Tocos and it was for this reason that we decided to remove any 
future clutches for artificial incubation. 
On 25.6.92 the female Toco was seen going in and out of one of the two nest boxes 
provided.  29.6.92 female in nest box most of day. 30.6.92 Checked nest box – 
removed warm egg and exchanged for warm dummy.  Set egg in incubator. 
 
11.7.92  9:20pm Toucan egg hatched (NB the bird reared on the diet below is in 
perfect condition and still thriving) 
 Diet:  
  We had researched diets used for rearing toucans in the past but found 
them to be vague and not totally successful. Hence we decided to formulate our own 
diet. 
  As a starting point we looked at the diet of parent birds. 
Being a predominantly frugivorous species we adapted a tried and tested rearing diet 
used for hand rearing Touracos. The diet used is as follows: 
 
First feed at 6 am, last feed at 9pm 
Days 1-16 
 50% paw paw, 50% rat pinkie, 1ml blended fed 6 –8 times daily 
 Entrodex in each feed. 
 Increase quantity 1ml per day. 
 
Days 16 – 32 
 33% paw paw, 33% pinkie, 33% Heinz pure fruit 
 6-8 feeds daily. Introduce pieces of papaya and pinkie 2:1 
 Entrodex on first and last feeds. 
 
Days 32 – 48 
 25% paw paw, 25% pinkie, 50% whole fresh fruit blended 
 5-6 feeds per day 
 Paw paw / pinkie pieces fed 4:1 
 Entrodex in first feed every other day. 
 
Days 48 – independence 
 Fed when hungry, adult dish available 
 25% ground Kaytee Exact low iron pellet 
 25% Paw paw 
 50% Whole fresh fruit blended 
 
NB Weights 
 Hatch Wt. = 16g 
 Day 3 Wt. = 19.2g 
 Day 5 Wt. = 26.8g 
 Day 10 Wt. = 88.3g 
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