
Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, Jessica Borer

Hand-rearing protocol: Hooded pitta, Pitta sordida

Age

Brooder 

Temp Container Freq.of feeds Diet Supplements Development Notes

Day 0 37.5°C

Ceramic bowl lined 

with paper towel

Hourly, 0600 - 

2300

Pinkie 2: 1 Papaya, 

finely chopped

Avimix 

sprinkled onto 

diet

Day 1 36.5°C

Some coconut fibre 

added to nest of 

paper towel

Hourly, 0600 - 

2300

Day 2 35.5°C

Add more coconut 

fibre to nest

Hourly, 0600 - 

2300

Day 3 34.5°C

Every 90 

minutes, 0600 - 

2230

Day 4 33.5°C

Every 90 

minutes, 0600 - 

2230

Day 5 32.5°C

Every 90 

minutes, 0600 - 

2230

Day 6 31.5°C

Every 2 hours, 

0600 - 2200

Food can be chopped 

slightly coarser as 

chicks grow

Day 7 30.5°C

Every 2 hours, 

0600 - 2200

Day 8 29.5°C

Every 2 hours, 

0600 - 2200

Day 9 28.5°C

Every 2 hours, 

0600 - 2200

Day 10 27.5°C

Every 2 hours, 

0600 - 2200

Start adding freshly 

killed insects to diet - 

only few to start with. 

White mealworms, 

small waxmoth larvae, 

cricket abdomens.

Day 11 26.5°C

Every 2 hours, 

0600 - 2200

Keep giving insects, 

introduce regular 

mealworms

Day 12 25.5°C

Every 2 hours, 

0600 - 2200

Day 13 25°C

Move to perched 

fledgling cage, lined 

with newspaper, once 

fledged.

Every 2 hours, 

0600 - 2000

Provide water bowl, 

insect dish with live 

but disabled insects 

(crickets, mealworms, 

small waxmoth 

larvae), adult diet 

(drymix and fruit).

Avimix also 

provided on 

adult diet 

(drymix)

Usual fledge day. Last 

feed at 2000 if 

fledged, else 2200.



Day 14 Approx 25°C

Every 2 hours, 

0800 - 2000

Make sure live insects 

and adult diet 

available between 

feeds. Still hand-feed 

some pinkie/papaya 

mixture, but also 

insects and adult diet.

Day 15 Approx 25°C

Every 2 hours, 

0800 - 2000

Day 16

Room 

temperature 

(no lower 

than 21°C)

Day 17

Move to larger cage. 

Provide large area of 

compost, rest of floor 

covered with towel.

Day 18

If bird has started 

picking up insects for 

itself, give less food 

by hand - stop feeding 

before chick stops 

begging, make sure 

food available 

between feeds.

Day 19

Once chick eating 

insects for itself, can 

also be offered 

earthworms (clean!) 

on compost

Day 20

Reduce feeds to 

every 3 hours 

between 0800 

and 2000. 

Only give little pinkie 

and papaya, mainly 

insects and 

fruit/drymix. 

Then continue to 

reduce feeds, reduce 

sharply if bird seen 

eating for itself.

Once fully eating for 

itself, move to floor 

cage. Main substrate 

compost, towel near 

service area.

Incubation technique: Incubated in an Octagon incubator, with rocking mechanism. Incubated at 37.5°C 

and 70% humidity. Eggs seem to need high humidity. Best success with eggs that were incubated by 

parents for at least half of incubation period (ie 7 days), some left until day 10. Incubation tricky, so if parents 

sitting well, sometimes pulled as chicks on day 0, 1 or 2, as high losses through artificial incubation.


