
Age Brooder Temp Container Freq.of feeds Diet Supplements Development Notes

Day 0 96 degrees F/35.5 

degrees C. (lower 

one degree of 

temp and reduce 

humidity daily)

small plastic container 

within brooder

 No food the 

first 24 hrs.

No formula, only very 

small amounts of water or 

electrolyte solutions if 

needed.  

none Altricial but rapid 

development.

Day 1 95
Day 2 94 After 24 hrs:  

0.1 or less cc 

every 30min

2 parts commercial 

handfeeding formula for 

parrots such as Kaytee 

Exact Hand-feeding 

Formula, Kaytee 

Products, Inc., 1 part 

strained fruit human baby 

food such a Gerber's 

pear, apple, papaya, 

banana (Gerber Products 

Company).  Mix with warm 

water to thin batter 

consistency.

Day 3 93 Thicken formula each day 

to thick batter consistency,

Day 4 92

Day 5 91 0.5 cc every 

60-75 mins 

plus small 

pieces of soft 

fruit & water 

soaked pellets

Chick is feathering, 

although still sparse.

Day 6 90 Increase the 

amount of 

solid food 

while reducing 

formula until 

chick is on all 

solids.

3.  Care needs to be taken to keep chicks clean as they are very messy eaters and "poopers".  They have no problem wallowing in their feces 

(and they make lots of feces!).   Chicks and adults have an interesting and messy habit of sitting in their empty sticky food dishes when they are 

hungry.

4.  Keep chicks & juveniles warm, especially at night, otherwise they will go torpid and possibly die.

Hand Rearing Protocol: Mousebirds - Speckled (Colius s), White-backed (Colius 

colius), Red-faced (Urocolius), Blue-naped (Urocolius)

Kateri J. Davis/Davis Lund Aviaries, Oregon, USA

Important comments

1.  Handraising mousebirds from day one to five is VERY difficult, and success is rare.  No aviculturist that I know of has been able to work out 

a protocol that routinely works. Try not to pull the chicks until 5 days old.

2.  Once chicks learn to gape for the keeper, they will often beg even when throat is full (no crop) so be careful not to over feed and aspirate 

chick.   Some chicks resist gaping for the keeper, and they may need to have the beak pried open and be forcefed gently until they catch on



Day 7 89 Chick will be active & 

leave nest.  Strong 

legs & feet.  Climbing 

wire but no flight yet.

Day 8 88

Day 9 87

Day 10 86

Day 11 85 Can start offering food 

in shallow dishes 

besides the normal 

handfeeding.

Day 12 84

Day 13 83

Day 14 82 Chick will be weaning.  

Closeband.  

Completely feathered.

Day 15 80

Day 16 room temp but 

heat lamp at night.

Day 17

Day 18

Day 19 Short flights.

Day 20

Day 30-50

start acclimating 

to outside temps 

Incubation technique:  Temp-99-100 degrees F. and 45% relative humidity.  Turn 180 degrees every 1-5 hrs.  Evidence 

of fertility at 5-7 days.  Hatch in 12 days.  Stop turning 24 -48 hrs before hatch.  Increase humidity to 55% during 

hatching.

Articles or references:   1.  Book - "Mousebirds in Aviculture" by Kateri J. Davis, Birdhouse Publications, USA.  2001, 

ISBN#0-9716105-1-7.  


