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An unrelated 2008 pair of Tengmalm’s Owl acquired late 2008 were a new edition 
to my small collection of owls, and were housed in a outside flight 3 feet wide 6 feet 
deep and 6th tall, flanked by flights both sides of the same size and with a safety 
porch covering the fronts of all the flights in that block. 
 
A nest box 10 x 10 x 12 inches was fitted up at the top left-hand corner with a 4 
inch diameter entrance hole facing into the flight. 
 
Diet for the adult pair was day-old-chicks (de-yoked) and mice given every third 
day. 
 
A small tray of water is always available in the aviary, which is used regularly by 
both birds. 
 
2009 passed with no vocalizing or interest in the nest box by either bird. Early 2010 
the male was heard and on occasions observed calling. As time went on the male 
was observed in and out of the nest box, the female always seemed to be outside. 
 
Later on in the year the female disappeared – four weeks later the  nest box was 
inspected revealing four recently hatched chicks and two un-hatched eggs. The 
daily diet ration was increased at this point, the male was observed taking food into 
the nest and chicks could be heard calling and being fed. 
 
As this was the first time this pair had bred the two largest chicks were removed for 
hand-rearing 10 days after the initial nest box inspection, giving the smaller chicks 
a better chance of surviving, at this time a fifth chick was discovered in the nest, 
the remaining egg proved infertile. 
 
The two chicks were put into a home-made brooder which consists of a large 
plastic storage box, compost in the bottom 2 to 3 inches deep, the top of the box is 
half open top, the other half is covered with a half inch piece of ply wood with a slot 
from one side to the centre of the ply with an electric flex hanging down into the 
box with standard 60 watt light bulb for heat, the bulb can be moved higher or lower 
and held in place with a clothes peg on the flex. If the chicks get too hot they can 
go down to the open end of the box. 
 
The chicks were fed twice daily at 12 hour intervals on freshly chopped chicks and 
mice. At 12 to 14 days the birds were closed rung (size T). Both chicks fed well and 
grew steadily, with a slight size difference between them (when DNA sexed they 
were one of each sex). 
 
The three parent reared chicks were reared successfully and later sexed as 2 
males and 1 female. At present Tengmalm’s are not very plentiful in owl 
collections, I hope with this years success more will follow, giving other collections 
an opportunity to keep and breed this lovely owl species. 
  


