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History 
Two wattled cranes have been in the collection since the spring of 1973. It was 
not until June 1980 that we found, to our dismay, that our, egg laying and 
incubating ?pair?, were in fact two females. This revelation obviously meant that 
the search was on for males. Luckily within a matter of weeks, we had acquired 
two males from Ravensden Zoo. 
 
We weighed all four of our birds and the males tipped the scales at 201lbs -
211lbs and the females at 151lbs – 161lbs, a significant weight difference 
between the sexes. 
 
In order to introduce the new males to their respective mates we divided two 
enclosures in half and placed a bird of either sex in adjoining halves.  There was 
no, through the wire, aggression and after a period of about a month the dividing 
fences were removed and all was well with both pairs. 
 
As our wattled’s paddocks are open-topped all our wattled cranes are clipped, 
with the exception of the ‘A’ hen which has a congenital deformity of the wings 
which renders them useless for flying. 
 
Enclosures 
The enclosures are roughly ‘D’ shaped and approximately 90 feet long by 27 feet 
wide. They are constructed with 7’6’’ chain-link fencing. Each is grassed and 
contains a small pond and various shrubs and trees. A wooden hut is provided, in 
which the birds are fed. 
 
Diet 
The basic maintenance diet for the wattled crane consists of; 
Turkey Rearer Pellets, 
Poultry corn, 
Flaked maize, 
Day-old-chicks, 
Chopped Mackerel fillets, 
Apple, pear & Lettuce. 
 
As the breeding season approaches the diet is changed to increase the protein 
level of the food. 
The breeding season diet consists of; 
Turkey Breeder Pellets, 
Dove & Pheasant mix, 
Peanuts, 
Chopped apple, pear & lettuce, 



Day-old-chicks, 
Chopped Mackerel fillets, 
Minced meat, 
Mealworms, 
Mazuri Amphibia Diet (soaked), 
Evenlode Puppy food (soaked), 
Kelp powder and Vionate are fed twice daily. 
Bonemeal is added daily. 
 
Eggs and incubation. 
We have a policy of removing the wattled crane eggs as and when they are laid. 
The two main reasons for doing so are; firstly, both pairs of cranes have a 
tendency to eat their eggs, and secondly, by removal of the eggs, the total laid by 
each hen per season can be doubled. 
 
After the egg has been removed it i s immediately weighed to establish an initial 
weight for that egg. It is then marked with two chevrons, one on the top, and one 
on the underside of the egg. When turned the egg is rotated through 180° in the 
direction of the uppermost chevron, thus ensuring that the egg is always turned 
in alternate directions. All the eggs are turned either three or five times daily. 
 
The eggs are weighed every other day and their weight loss is monitored. The 
incubator we use is a still-air type, and the temperature is set between 99°F and 
101°F. The relative humidity is approximately 58%. In our experience the 
incubation period for a wattled crane is 32-33 days. 
 
Rearing 
After the chick has dried out it is taken from the incubator and placed in a cage 
measuring 3’ square. The floor of the cage is turfed. An infra -red lamp is 
suspended from the roof, as we aim to maintain a temperature of 85°F at the 
hottest point of the cage floor. A mirror and feather duster are placed in the crane 
chick’s cage to lesson imprinting and to add a feeling of security. 
 
The young cranes do not eat very much for the first twelve hours after hatching, 
as their yolk sac is being absorbed. They subsequently eat little and often, and 
are fed on chick starter crumbs, chopped lettuce, mealworms and c hopped 
boiled egg, all offered on a silver spoon. The chicks are weighed daily, before the 
evening feed, to ensure their weight gain does not exceed 20% per day; we 
usually regard a weight gain of between 8% and 15% to be sufficient. 
 
After about four days crickets are introduced and they eventually provide the 
major source of livefood for the young cranes. When the young birds are feeding 
well, the chick starter crumbs are replaced by pullet rearer pellets. 
 
From the age of about ten days the chicks are taken outdoors during the 
daytime. They always have access to a heated, draught free shelter should the 



weather turn cold. They are only brought back indoors during the day if there is 
heavy rain. 
 
The young cranes are not introduced to each other until they are at least twelve 
weeks old, as aggression is common between chicks of a younger age. 
 
Notes and comments 
It was on the 31st May 1982 that we first hatched a wattled crane. Unfortunately 
this chick died at ten weeks of age as a direct result of a hip disorder present 
from hatching. However a second chick was hatched in June of the same year 
and that bird is still with us today. 
 
In 1983 two chicks were reared. When they were five months old we weighed the 
chicks in order to establish any possible difference which might indicate the birds 
sexes. The birds weighed 131lb and 151lb. As there was only three days age 
difference between the two birds we felt it safe to assume they were a pair. The 
1982 bird was weighed, it was also 151lb. It was our assumption that this bird 
was a female because of the frequent dancing displays in which it always 
assumed the submissive female posture. 
 
In December of last year we arranged a swap with Paignton Zoo which resulted 
in them having one of our young wattled cranes to hopefully pair to one of their 
males. Obviously we wanted to let them have a young female; so, we decided, to 
be on the safe side, to let them have the lightest 1983 bird. 
 
Less than six weeks ago we had our remaining two young birds sexed. The 
heaviest 1983 bird was indeed a male; and, to our surprise so was the 1982 bird. 
We can only hope that the bird at Paignton Zoo is in fact a female, as to our 
knowledge it has not yet been sexed. 
 
It was also in 1982 that Whipsnade Zoo bred the wattled crane. They in fact beat 
us to it by about 2 -3 weeks. The important thing is for both collections to continue 
breeding the wattled crane and one day, hopefully, to establish unrelated pairs of 
the young cranes, to perpetuate the species in this country. 
 
Until the breedings in 1982 there were only twelve wattled cranes in the UK; four 
each at Whipsnade Zoo and Paradise Park, two males at Paignton Zoo and a 
pair in a private collection. 
 
Our immediate aim is to persuade our ‘B’ pair to produce fertile eggs. With a third 
pair of wattled cranes producing young, the gene pool available to us would be 
much stronger. I have every intention in the near future of trying to establish a 
stud -book for the wattled crane, and thereby monitor the progress of the species 
in captivity.  


