
 
Kea hand Nestor notabilis raising protocol.  

Paradise Park. Hayle. 

 Incubation – in forced-air incubator at 37.2°C.  
 Initial humidity of 50% (altered as 
necessary) 

Diet ingredients 
Nectarblend 250g, 

Budgie Protein Food 250g 
Fruit salad (infant dessert) 150g 

Vegetable hotpot (infant dinner) 120g 
One level teaspoon Ace-High 
One level teaspoon Nutrobal 

Three level teaspoons Avipro Paediatric 
 
It is possible to use EMP or CEDE eggfood, or a similar parakeet-rearing food with, or instead of, the Nectarblend and/or Budgie Protein Food because 
they all contain 16% protein. 
The Vegetable Hotpot (infant dinner) has a suitable protein content for this hand-rearing diet but if other products are used in its place the protein should 
comprise at least 18% of the dry mix (4.7% wet mix) for most parrot chicks, although this may be less important for Keas. Whatever mix is provided, it is 
important that vegetable rather than animal protein is used. 
 
Since 1996 Pretty bird 19/8 hand-rearing formula has been fed from day 7 with no detrimental effects. However, attempts to feed this diet from hatching 
have resulted in problems with crop clearing and subsequent death of chicks. 
 
Diet preparation 
Sieve together Nectarblend, Budgie Protein Food, Fruit Salad and Vegetable Hotpot. The residual coarse material is ground to a powder in a coffee 
grinder. Sieve the powder again and any coarse material is reground twice. Any coarse material which remains is discarded. 
 
The powder, Ace-High, Nutrobal and Avipro Paediatric are mixed thoroughly and stored in a sealed polythene container at 4°C. 
Mix two parts powder with four parts warm water at 40°C. 
Feed until the crop is two-thirds to three-quarters full. Discard any unused food. 

Age Diet Comments Growth Stage 

Average 
growth 
rate % 

Commence feeding 4 to 6 hours after hatch. 
For first few feeds after hatching – mixture must be extremely watery. Feeding method 
– fed using a shaped spoon, light hold of base of mandible between thumb and 
forefinger should induce ‘pumping’ response. 
Fed every 2 hours from 06:00 to 12:00. Fill crop at each feed, ensure crop empties 
overnight. 

Chick placed in small plastic container 
with tissue substrate. Keep fairly 
contained & in darkness. 
Chicks tend to defecate towards a light 
source. 

0 

Brooder temp 30-35°C  
Hatch with white 
down 

 

2 Start to thicken up mix slightly     

10-25 
Feed every 3 hours  

Make sure temp is not too high – chicks 
can overheat quickly, resulting in death.  

 

15-20 Supplement initial mixture with 250g hulled sunflower kernels, 125g sesame seed and 
62.5g hulled pumpkin kernels.   

 

25-30 
Feed every 4 hours  

Transferred to a box measureing 120cm 
x60cm x 60cm high. Dull emitter infra-
red lamp suspended over one end  

 

6-7 weeks Offer seeds and fruit.     

9 weeks   
Fully feathered. 
Yellow cere  

Weaning 

Usually accomplished in 14-21 days if chicks have access to seeds and fruit, if not can 
take up to 6 weeks. Weaning has been encouraged by maintaining the chick with an 
independent Kea which can act as a ‘teacher’.  
 
Once weaned place in outside aviary.  
 
Will still exhibit begging response for up to 6 months after weaning   

 

 
Products mentioned. 
Ace High: vitamin supplement, manufactured by Vetark Professional, PO Box 60, Winchester, SO23 9XN, UK. 
Avipro Paediatric: enzyme and probiotic blend, manufactured by Vetark Professional, PO Box 60, Winchester, SO23 9XN, UK. 
Budgie Protein Food: manufactured by John E. Haith, Park Street, Cleethorpes, NE Lincolnshire, DN35 7NF, UK. 
Cede eggfood: hand-rearing food, manufactured by Bennett, Hinckley-Leicester, De Scheemaecker Bros. UK Ltd, Aylesborne, Leicester,UK 
EMP: eggfood complementary pet food, manufactured by Cookes, Bridge Mill, 3 Greaseborough Road, Rotherham S60 1RD, UK 
Fruit salad: manufactured by Milupa, White Horse Business Park, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 0XB, UK 
Nectarblend: rearing food, manufactured by John E. Haith, Park Street, Cleethorpes, NE Lincolnshire, DN35 7NF, UK 
Nutrobal: calcium and Vitamin D3 supplement, manufactured by Vetark Professional, PO Box 60, Winchester, SO23 9XN, UK. 
Pretty bird 19/8 hand-rearing formula: hand-rearing diet, manufactured by Pretty Bird International Inc., The Mill, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 6LR, UK  
Vegetable hotpot: manufactured by Milupa, White Horse Business Park, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 0XB, UK 


